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MINUTES 
of the fifteenth meeting of the delegations of Ukraine and the Russian Federation on the 
issues of delimitation (the position of the Ukrainian side) and determination of legal status 

(the position of the Russian side) of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch Strait  

On December 16-17, 2002 the fifteenth meeting of delegations of Ukraine and the 

Russian Federation on the issues of delimitation (the position of the Ukrainian side) and 

determination of legal status (the position of the Russian side) of the Sea of Azov and the Kerch 

Strait took place in the city of Anapa.  

The lists of delegation members are attached. 

Meeting agenda: 

1. On the status of issues regarding delimitation (the position of the Ukrainian side) and

determination of legal status (the position of the Russian side) of the Sea of Azov and the

Kerch Strait and finding a compromise solution.

2. On practical interaction of the Parties in the adjacent water areas and prospects of

improvement of such interaction.

3. Miscellaneous.

Regarding the first issue: 

The sides discussed the status of issues regarding delimitation (the position of the 

Ukrainian side) and determination of legal status (the position of the Russian side) of the Sea of 

Azov and the Kerch Strait and the possibility of finding compromise solutions. 
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The Russian side believes that the definition of “legal status” does not require mentioning 

of all its elements. 

The Ukrainian side announced the approval of geographical coordinates of the baselines 

for calculation of the breadth of the territorial sea of Ukraine in the Azov Sea and justified the 

necessity of its delimitation in accordance with the norms of international law. 

The Russian side confirmed its disagreement with the attempts of unilateral delimitation 

of the Azov-Kerch water area. 

The sides reviewed the international precedents of settlement of issues relating to the 

status and delimitation of sea waters that belong to two or more countries, and agreed to study 

the international experience in this area in depth. 

Regarding the second issue: 

The delegations discussed the issues of practical cooperation between the ministries and 

state agencies of Ukraine and the Russian Federation in the water areas of the Azov Sea and the 

Kerch Strait. 

The sides supported the fuller engagement of the present potential of cooperation of the 

border guard and the services that ensure the safety of navigation, coordination in the area of 

protection and renewal of fish reserves, and also in other areas.   

At the same time the Ukrainian side directed the attention of the Russian delegation to the 

unlawful acts which are continuously committed by certain Russian state agencies in the 

Ukrainian part of the Kerch Strait, and also to the improper response to petitions from the 

Ukrainian side regarding this issue. 

The Russian side rejected those claims. 
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Regarding the third issue: 

The sides agreed to hold the sixteenth meeting of the delegations in the territory of 

Ukraine. The dates of the meeting will be agreed upon separately.  

The Minutes are prepared in two duplicate, each in the Ukrainian and Russian language. 

December 17, 2002 The city of Anapa 

FOR THE UKRAINIAN DELEGATION 

[Signed] 

O. KUPCHYSHYN

FOR THE RUSSIAN DELEGATION 

[Signed] 

V. EGOSHKIN
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